
Pittsburgh Dilworth
6200 Stanton Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15206
Principal Qualisha Zyhier

PTA/PSCC MEETING Minutes
Tuesday, October 17, 2023
ATTENDEES

● Linda Vicaro (Dilworth PTA President), Alexis Tuckfelt (Vice President), Lauren Brown

(Treasurer), Natasha Vazquez Lee (Secretary), Ray Clegg (FACE Coordinator), Principal

Qualisha Zyhier

● 16 people (including staff, parents, families and community members) joined some

portion of the hybrid meeting (via Google Meets, phone, or in-person)

Welcome / Introductions

● Linda welcomed everyone

● All were invited to fill out the sign-in sheet

○ This sheet helps us report on attendance level

● Invited attendees to Join the PTA

Last meeting’s minutes reviewed and voted on

● Reviewed the September 20th meeting minutes.

Treasurer’s Report

● Budget report for September

○ Revenue: $8,514.10

■ Received:

● $400.10 Apparel Sale (from end of last school year)

● $3.50 Boxtops

● $410.50 PTA Dues

● $7,700 Backpack Initiative

■ Incoming:

● $2.78 PTA Membership Dues

● Eliana & Connor Lee’s donation toward Music Dept. fund: $597.02

○ Outgoing Expenses: $

Paid:

● $1,183.30 Backpack Program

● $157.50 pizza for Sept. PTA meeting

● $110.20 PTA photocopies

Outgoing:

● $660 Music Program (djembe drums)

● $64.16 Kindergarten Coffee
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○ General Funds

■ Opening Balance: $23,548.03

■ Closing Balance: $30,611.13

● Funding Requests

○ Chorus: folders and 50 copies of sheet music

○ If teachers have requests, please use the form

● Upcoming Audit

○ Meeting is tomorrow

Updates on PTA Programs

● Backpack Initiative -

○ 25 kids signed up- handed out 93 bags, breakfast, lunch, dinners- 696

meals/snacks/milk /yogurt

○ Working to onboard volunteers. Still could use more volunteers. Anyone

interested in participating in the backpack initiative, please email

dtabackpacks@gmail.com.

○ Bags go out Fridays.

○ We have a new space on the first floor!

○ Amazon Wish List is posted on the PTA website

○ 11/3 is Kindness Spirit Day– dress in your favorite rainbow colors

● Uniform Exchange is up and running. There’s a need for long-sleeved shirts and larger

clothing sizes. No short sleeves accepted at this time. We have 100 coats available for

whoever needs them. (Under 55 degrees = kids need jacket for outdoor recess)

● Little Free Library – Still don’t have a chair– Need one person to coordinate volunteers

(very easy volunteer duty! Just stop by once or twice a week to tidy the books, remove

inappropriate titles, and restock as necessary)

● Apparel Sale did well! Just closed Sunday, funds are pending. 180 items sold, 58 orders

Volunteer Needs/Opportunities -

● Thanks to everyone who has indicated a willingness to help support some of our key

initiatives. We still need a lot of help!

● Requesting donations and volunteers for Holiday Shop: Need a 3rd co-chair

○ Requesting donations and arts and crafts

○ Small saleable items

○ Stay tuned for more info

● Upcoming Bake Sale

○ Election Day 11/7

○ Need donations of baked goods (store-bought or homemade) and also table

volunteers (90 minute shifts)

○ Watch for sign-up sheet in email and Facebook group
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● Silent Auction Chair needed (starts late in the fall; mostly website setup and item pick-up

coordination)-- good volunteer opportunity for someone to do from home; no clearances

needed

● Little Free Library Chair needed

● Giving Tuesday Committee members needed

○ Nov. 28th: GiveBigPittsburgh

● Consider signing up for MemberHubs Givebacks. Dilworth gets a portion of your

purchase automatically. There’s an App you can download on your phone

● BoxTops for Education App– scan your receipts

● Should you decided to volunteer, please keep the following in mind:

○ In-school volunteers need to have clearances (links available on PTA website)

○ If you would like to volunteer, please complete the Volunteer Interest Survey or

email the PTA: pghdtapta@gmail.com

● Donations for pizza needed– look into a local pizzeria to donate pizza in return for free

advertising

Volunteer List

Committees Volunteers

Uniform Exchange Rachel Friedman

Fundraising Anne Farris

Read-A-Thon Natasha Vazquez Lee

Free Little Library CHAIR NEEDED

Apparel Sale Rachel Riley-Lavelle

Backpack Initiative Chair: Megan Spak

Holiday Shop Chair: Steph Raufner

Silent Auction CHAIR NEEDED

Other Reports, Comments & Questions

● Thriller Flash mob is expected to be on Halloween.

● Family math/literacy night?

● Consider some weekend activities due to student population demographics

● Provide refreshments during parent/teacher conferences; opportunity to gain members

● Principal Zyhier relayed that some fathers have suggested that they don’t perceive PTA

as a welcoming space for dads

● Brainstorm ways to increase diversity and participation in PTA
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PSCC & Principal Zyhier’s Report

● Obama IBMYP (IB Middle Years Program) Representative, Mr. Chapman

○ Goal of Obama is to create well-rounded students; he spoke to 5th graders about

Obama after morning meeting

○ There are tour dates when families can come check out Obama

○ All 11th and 12th graders take a full load of diploma program classes (college

level)

○ Lots of clubs for middle schoolers to participate in

○ Mrs. Hart has flyers available

● Mr. Clegg shared the rest of the Title 1 Update

○ No additional Parent & Family Engagement fund– $ has been accounted for in

the FACE coordinator + librarian salaries

○ Arts integration that we discussed last year is paying off in student growth data

and attendance rate

○ School Improvement Plan Goals

■ At least 68% on 2024 Spring Panorama Survey for Emotional Regulation

(increase of 8 percentage points)

■ Proficiency rate of at least 70% on 2024 ELA PSSA, 55% on Math PSSA

○ Process for Contacting Staff (Work up the chain of command: start with

classroom teacher, then Mrs. Long, Mrs. Hart, Mr. Phillips, etc.)

Meeting Conclusion

● Next meeting will be Wednesday, November 15th.

● Motion to adjourn by Alexis Tuckfelt, Seconded by Mr. Clegg
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